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The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-3 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
either Matsushita (Japan Patent No. 56-089058) in view of PTO Translation No. 08- 
6627 of Matsushita (Japan Patent No. 56-089058) or Takamura (Japan Patent No. 6- 
94697) in view of PTO Translation No. 08-6644 of Takamura (Japan Patent No. 6- 
94697) in view of Snyder (Introduction to Modern Liquid Chromatography, John 
Wiley&Sons, Inc., New York, 1979, pages 662-686) and Overfield (U.S. Patent No. 
5,076,909). Matsushita (Japan Patent No. 56-089058) and PTO Translation No. 08- 
6627 are considered to be a single reference. Takamura (Japan Patent No. 6-94697) 
and PTO Translation No. 08-6644 are considered to be a single reference. At best, the 
claims differ from either Matsushita (Japan Patent No. 56-089058) in view of PTO 
Translation No. 08-6627 of Matsushita (Japan Patent No. 56-089058) or Takamura 
(Japan Patent No. 6-94697) in view of PTO Translation No. 08-6644 of Takamura 
(Japan Patent No. 6-94697) in reciting increasing the polarity of the eluents. Snyder 
(Introduction to Modern Liquid Chromatography, John Wiley&Sons, Inc., New York, 
1979, pages 662-686) discloses increasing polarity of the eluents enhances detection 
sensitivity, improves resolution, and decreases column deterioration. In addition, 
Snyder (Introduction to Modern Liquid Chromatography, John Wiley&Sons, Inc., New 
York, 1979, pages 662-686) on page 684 discloses that hexane and dichloromethane 
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are an eluting pair to increase polarity for liquid solid liquid chromatography. Overfield 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,076,909) (Abstract, column 8, lines 27-45; and column 12, lines 32- 
36) discloses changing from a weak solvent to a strong solvent achieves superior 
separation for heteroaromatics. Overfield (U.S. Patent No. 5,076,909) (column 19, 
lines 1 8-51 ) discloses that use of an alcohol in the solvent used to dissolve the sample 
maintains the adsorption properties of the stationary phase. It would have been obvious 
to use increasing polarity in each of Matsushita (Japan Patent No. 56-089058) in view of 
PTO Translation No. 08-6627 of Matsushita (Japan Patent No. 56-089058) and 
Takamura (Japan Patent No. 6-94697) in view of PTO Translation No. 08-6644 of 
Takamura (Japan Patent No. 6-94697) because Snyder (Introduction to Modern Liquid 
Chromatography, John Wiley&Sons, Inc., New York, 1979, pages 662-686) discloses 
increasing polarity of the eluents enhances detection sensitivity, improves resolution, 
and decreases column deterioration and Overfield (U.S. Patent No. 5,076,909) 
(Abstract, column 8, lines 27-45; and column 12, lines 32-36) discloses changing from a 
weak solvent to a strong solvent achieves superior separation for heteroaromatics. 
With regard to claim 2, it would have been obvious to use the specific solvents because 
Snyder (Introduction to Modern Liquid Chromatography, John Wiley&Sons, Inc., New 
York, 1979, pages 662-686) on page 684 discloses that hexane and dichloromethane 
are an eluting pair to increase polarity for liquid solid liquid chromatography and 
Overfield (U.S. Patent No. 5,076,909) (column 19, lines 18-51) discloses that use of an 
alcohol in the solvent used to dissolve the sample maintains the adsorption properties of 
the stationary phase. 
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The restriction has been reconsidered, deemed proper, and made final for the 
reasons of record. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to E. Therkorn at 
telephone number (571 ) 272-1 1 49. The official fax number is 571 -273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retheval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more Information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-dlrect.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Ernest G. Therkorn/ 
Ernest G. Therkorn 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1797 
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